
Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 May 2012] 

 p2786b-2789a 

Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Terry Redman 

 [1] 

IMPORTED GRAPES 

Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.42 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Agriculture and Food and 

relates specifically to an issue that I raised with him last year about allowing the importation of foreign grapes to 

Western Australia. 

I will quickly outline the importance of the Swan Valley to both the business sector and the agricultural economy 

in WA. In a submission to the review of the Swan Valley Planning Act, the Swan Valley and Regional 

Winemakers Association estimated that there are currently 40 wineries in the valley crushing 3 300 tonnes of 

locally grown wine grapes and almost 6 000 tonnes of grapes grown outside the Swan Valley. The annual value 

of Swan Valley–grown grapes is estimated to be $3.3 million with wine production valued at $32 million, and 

the total value of income for Swan Valley wineries at $92 million. It is also estimated that table grapes and other 

horticultural products contribute a further $20 million to the Swan Valley’s economy. The total value of grapes, 

wine and visitor services generated in the Swan Valley is in the order of $187 million. I think everyone agrees 

that the Swan Valley plays an important role. Located in the metropolitan area and very close to the central 

business district, it plays an enormous role in both the agricultural and tourism industries of Western Australia.  

Last year, the threat of foreign grapes entering the valley was raised with me and I wrote to the minister on 

6 October 2011 to ask for the government’s view on the importation of grapes into Western Australia. The 

minister wrote back in October stating — 

… Western Australian legislation prohibits the entry of grape fruit, seed and plant material from all 

sources. I assure you that grapes entering WA from any source in breach of the legislation would be 

seized and action taken if necessary. 

The letter continues — 

The existing prohibition on the entry of fresh … grapes has been in place for many years and pre-dates 

… current international and national agreements, … 

It then states that a draft ―pest risk analysis‖ will be prepared by the Department of Agriculture and Food and 

will be made available for consultation and comment, and the minister then writes — 

I encourage the Western Australian grape industries to take the opportunity to closely consider the draft 

pest risk analysis and provide submissions to DAFWA for consideration. 

There is a lot of uncertainty in the valley around a number of issues and one is the importation of grapes. Today, 

I want the minister to update the house about government policy on the importation of grapes to Western 

Australia; and I am asking the minister today to rule out the importation of grapes into the Swan Valley. I repeat: 

I am asking the Minister for Agriculture and Food to rule out the importation of grapes. 

I want to talk about the future of the Swan Valley—an issue that I have raised with the Minister for Planning. 

However, I believe that it is very important that the Minister for Agriculture and Food has a view and actively 

presents agriculture’s views on the Swan Valley. We hear a lot about the Ord being the food bowl of the nation, 

which we all know is not turning out as planned. Nearly $300 million of taxpayer funding is going to that 

project. Yet on the doorstep of the CBD in the metropolitan area we have the Swan Valley—a very productive, 

fertile and valuable agricultural resource to Western Australia and, in particular, to the metropolitan area. As 

families become more conscious of placing fresh food on their table, places like the valley will, in the future, 

play a vital role in feeding Western Australian families.  

I have been surprised by the lack of action taken by this minister. Out of interest, I did a search of Hansard to 

determine how many times the Minister for Agriculture and Food has mentioned the words ―Swan Valley‖ in 

this chamber since he became a minister. The result is none. None! The Minister for Agriculture and Food has 

failed to talk about or be involved in Swan Valley issues since becoming a minister. 

I am also particularly interested in looking at the Swan Valley planning review. As we know, the government 

has embarked on a bizarre review of the Swan Valley Planning Act, and no-one knows where that review is 

going. However, the Minister for Planning has embarked on a review. A key objective of the Swan Valley 

Planning Act is to retain and preserve viticulture in the valley. In March this year the member for Perth asked the 

Minister for Planning who was being consulted about the review of the Swan Valley Planning Act and the 

minister named the Swan Valley Planning Committee, the City of Swan, the Western Australian Planning 

Commission and the Department of Planning. The Department of Agriculture and Food and the Minister for 

Agriculture and Food are providing no input to or have no views on the future of the valley. Given the Swan 



Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 May 2012] 

 p2786b-2789a 

Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Terry Redman 

 [2] 

Valley is essentially about viticulture, I would expect that the Minister for Agriculture and Food would 

contribute to the government vision for the Swan Valley in the decades to come. 

I have been very disappointed at what appears to be absolutely no involvement in and no vision for the Swan 

Valley by the Minister for Agriculture and Food. It is a very, very important component of the agricultural 

industry in WA. The planning and water access issues are enormous and I have never heard the Minister for 

Agriculture and Food address these issues in any way. If the minister wants to stand and talk about market 

economics and grapes, I ask why we are subsidising one part of WA by $300 million but cannot look at — 

Mr D.T. Redman: Subsidising? Subsidising the Ord—is that what you call building infrastructure? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes; I do. Is it full cost recovery? 

Mr D.T. Redman: It is building infrastructure. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Is it full cost recovery? Are you going to — 

Mr D.T. Redman: It is building infrastructure. 

The SPEAKER: Order, thank you, members! 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.51 am]: I thank the 

member for West Swan for her grievance this morning. She raised a number of issues well outside of where I 

thought her initial grievance was going. We may have some time to address those. I want to highlight the fact 

that the good member for Swan Hills also raised this matter with me in October last year. A number of people 

have raised this issue with me. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, you were in here before. I formally call you to order for the second time 

today.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member for Swan Hills, quite rightly, made a fierce representation on behalf of his 

community. I absolutely agree with the premise of the points the member for West Swan made about the value 

of the wine industry in Western Australia. There are a number of wine regions in WA; the Swan Valley wine 

region was the first, and its history speaks for itself. It makes a significant contribution to the economy. The 

other point the member made related to the value-add that wine has for tourism and other things such as gourmet 

food and so on that attract people to that region; it is certainly a huge asset to the state. I do not sell short in any 

way the role that the Swan Valley plays in its contribution to the economy of the state. In recent times we have 

been reasonably successful in increasing exports to other countries. Because of our geographic position in 

Western Australia, the wine sector has a huge opportunity to export, particularly into the Asian markets.  

We currently have in place the Plant Diseases Act 1914. This legislation effectively prohibits entry into the state 

of grapefruit, seed and plant material from all sources. We are very lucky in WA to be free of a range of 

diseases. I want to keep it that way. If we are going to put a dollar into biosecurity, the areas where we will get 

best bang for our buck is in ensuring that we do not get those bugs that we presently do not have. One of those 

bugs, Phomopsis viticola, relates to the grape industry. It is a fungus that stunts the growth of vines and causes 

grapes to rot. It also leads to lower quality fruit and reduces yields. The federal Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry has a different position from us. It believes that the importation of grapes does not pose a 

risk to WA. The Department of Agriculture and Food in Western Australia does not agree with that. It believes 

that the importation of grapes does pose a biosecurity risk. I am sure that the member will highlight the fact that 

the ultimate authority in determining what can happen in Western Australia is the federal government through 

the department — 

Ms R. Saffioti: Is it state legislation? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can the member please let me answer? The legislative position that we hold is based on 

science and on demonstrating that we are free of these diseases. Therefore, we can run a sound biosecurity 

argument that says that because we are free of these diseases, we do not want to import these products. If we do, 

we need to put in place a range of mitigation processes. For example, some vineyards bring in root stock and so 

on from other states. That needs to go through a quarantine process. That product can come into the state but it 

has to go through a very rigorous process to ensure that diseases do not come here with it. 

The conclusion that the Department of Agriculture and Food has come to is based on sound science and a study 

in 2005. We reviewed that in 2011. We will be taking up that position; in fact, that position has been released to 

the federal authorities. Their assessment, which they have undertaken to do now, of the risk analysis of 

importing something into Western Australia has been triggered by a local importer in Western Australia wanting 

to challenge it. He does not believe that we should be restricting what comes into Western Australia. Perhaps he 
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wants to get a cheaper source of grapes to sell to our domestic market. He will challenge that assessment. The 

federal government, through the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, will be doing that risk 

analysis. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Is that the report that you’ve given to the federal government publicly available?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I can look at that. If there are no issues with releasing it, I am happy to make it available to 

the member. I need to get formal advice on that. I do not have an issue with that. Our position as a state 

government is consistent with the view of the opposition; we want to use good, sound science to restrict any 

potential disease that may come into the state. The member for West Swan has raised a valid argument, but it 

does need to stack up against science. If we do not use science as a sound argument, we can be challenged by the 

World Trade Organization on the position of importation into Australia and ultimately into Western Australia. It 

needs to stack up. We are putting resources into a submission to make our case to that analysis. When that is 

worked through and the report is produced and made public, we will no doubt see the submissions from 

producers and all those people who have an interest in this, the stakeholders, who have made their views known. 

I would like to think that the member for West Swan would take up the issue with the federal government. Has 

she done that?  

Ms R. Saffioti: You basically told me that they were — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member has not done that.  

Ms R. Saffioti: Sorry, minister; you wrote back in October saying that the state government was doing the 

review. That’s all you told me. So before being smart — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The state government reviewed its position that it assessed back in 2005.  

Ms R. Saffioti: You were still doing a review, and you never made it public.  

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, you have made a grievance. I think the minister has acknowledged a 

lot of what you said in the grievance. If you interject and expect a response from the minister, and you are able to 

do that, I would ask you to hear the minister’s answer before you interject again, and not to continually interject.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The original assessment was done by DAFWA in 2005. It came to the conclusion that it 

did not support the biosecurity issues within the risk analysis as they pertain to importation of such material into 

Western Australia. We did a review of that analysis in 2011 and we came to the same conclusion. That is being 

made available to Biosecurity Australia, which comes under the federal government — 

Ms R. Saffioti: You said it would be made available for consultation and comment. Did I ever see it? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: No; I was talking about the federal government doing its risk analysis — 

Ms R. Saffioti: No, no. I am reading your letter. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Please, member. I have 30 seconds left in which to respond. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, you have made a grievance. You expect an answer. You are not going 

to get any answers if you continue to interject. This is the second time I have stood and told you this, member.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I have only a short time left in which to finish. The point is that the federal government 

will be doing a formal risk analysis. We are making a submission to that. I understand that that will be made 

available publicly before the end of the year. Everyone will have a chance to comment on that. I support 

maintaining strong biosecurity at our borders in Western Australia to stop diseases that are not here. We will be 

doing whatever we can to support a scientific outcome and come to a good scientific conclusion to protect our 

crops in Western Australia.  

 


